WELLS

It is from Tor Hill that the perfect rural setting of Wells,
* the Sovereign Lady of the West/ can best be appreciated*
Like Ely, it is a purely ecclesiastical city* The town, carefully
excluded by walls and gatehouses from the precincts of the
Cathedral, has played no great part in history, nor has it been
invaded by modern industrialism. Thus the beauty of the
Cathedral, the feudal character of the Bishop's Palace and the
quiet dignity of the Close, whereas Defoe said, ' the Clergy live
very handsomely ', remain unspoilt.

The Roman settlement of Ad Pontes, the place of wells,
springs and fountains, was chosen by St Aldhelm in the eighth
century as a site for a church in honour of St Andrew, which
by the tenth century had been raised to the rank of a Cathed-
ral After the Conquest, Wells suffered an eclipse for a time,
for Bishop John of Tours disliked its rural quiet and trans-
ferred his see to the Abbey of Bath. Much of the ecclesiastical
property was alienated and it; was not till the twelfth century
that Wells recovered her former rank, though now linked to
Bath, It was in this century that the present Cathedral was
begun, during the time of Bishop Reginald, to whom are
attributed the western bays of the choir, the transepts and
part of the nave. Under Bishop Jocclin, the great builder,
the Transitional Norman style gave place to the pure Early
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